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FCR -AMBASSADOR SMITH FROM CHRISTOPHER

FQLL OWING TEST OF PROXMIRE LETTER TO AMBASSADOR SMITH
DATED DECEMBER 4, 1972 RELEASED BY PROXMIRE TO PRESS
TMAY TOGETHER WITH LEONARD® S ANSWER TO EARL IER PROXMIRE
LETTER ON SAME SUBJECT.

BEGIN TEXT. Tk

DEAR ‘MR. SMIT Hs N

1. HAVE RECEIVED THE RECENT LETTER FROM YOUR OFFICE
REGARDING MY SUGGEST ION FOR PREL IMINARY ARMS CONTROL
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PEOPLE’ S REPUBLIC OF CHINA I
APPRECIATE YOWR TIMELY REPLY AND HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF
YOUR WILL INGNESS TO PROCEED DOWN THIS PATH. MAY I
COMMEND YOU AND YOUR AGENCY FOR  HAVING THE FORESI GHT
TO ANTICIPATE THESE PROBLEMS AND THE FLEXIBILITY TO BE
RECEPTIVE T O APPROACHES BY THE PRG

IwowD (RGE YOU, HOWEVER, TO BE MORE THAN RECEPTIVE.
CHINA HAS GONE THROUGH SUCH MASSIVE INTERNAL UPHEAVAL
AND WE KNOW SO LITTLE ABOUT THIS NUCLEAR POWER THAT IT
MAY REST WITH USTO MAKE THE INITIATIVES: AFTER ALL,
IF DONE CAREFULLY AND WITH PROPER CONSULTATION OF
ALLIES SUCH AS JAPAN, WHAT DO WE HAVE TO LOSE?

NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT OFTEN CULMINATED WITHOUT THE MOST
PAINSTAKING ADVANCE PREPARATION, AS YOU KNOW MORE THAN
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ANYONE ELSE. THIS ARGUES THAT THE TIME T0 BEGIN IS
NOW, ~EVEN IF AT THE LOWEST LEVELS,

HAS. MADE SOME L IMITED INITIATIVES TOWARD
THE PRG, TR ONGER ST ANCE MUST BE TAKEN THE US
SHOWD T OSIT IVE ‘STEPS TO BRING ABOYT SERIOUS
DISCUSSIQNS WITH THE CHINESE. 1IN LIEU OF ANY SPECIFIE
SUGGEST IONS IN YOWR PREVIOUS LETTER AND WITH RESPECT
FR YOWR OPINIONS, I OFFER THE FOLLOWING POSSIBIL ITIESI

; CONQIDER RESPOND ING TO THE CHINESE POLICY
srATEMENrs OF " NO FIRST USE" .OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY
RECIPROCATING WITH A US POLICY OF " NO FIRST USE AGAINST
CHINA®" "AS LONG AS NUCLEAR WEAPONS HAVE NOT BEEN USED
BY: ANY OTHER PART IES

2. THE US COWD MAKE AN INITIATIVE REGARDING A NUCLEAR
FREE Z ONE IN ASIA

3. BEGIN BROAD MLLTILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
CONVENTIONAL ﬁﬁHS CONTROL IN ASIA.

40 START INFCRMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH VISITING
DELEGATIONS FROM THE PEOPLE’ S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

WHILE THE |

COWwD YOU SUPPLY ME WITH ACDA 5 POSITION ON THESE
POINT 32

 SINCERELY,
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, W S. S.
| END TEXT.
MACOMBER .. ..
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